VIEWING THE
MILKY WAY
IN MISSOURT

While Midsouri offers neither fthe pristine

dark skies our ancestors saw; nor the - -. °

darkest skies still visible in some parts
of the United States today, there are still
locations in-our state where we can see
_the Milky Way. All we need is good weath-
er, a little planning, and knowmg ‘Wwhere -
to look. The Milky Way galaxy is visible
year—round but appears brightest in the
'summer, when its spectacular center is -
visible in the southern direction of the sky. .-
The best time to see the galaxy is start-
ing 90 minutes after suniset. Try fo choose :
a moonless night, as any extra light, even
the moon’s glow, can diminish visibility
of the sky’s starry brilliance. In this color.
coded map, the grey anddark-blue areas
are the best dark sky V|ewmg areas, with:
shades from-green, yellow, orange, red To
white being successwely worse.
For more tips on viewing the Milky Way’
“in Missouri, VISIT DarkSkyMlssourl org/
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MISSOU RI
STATE PARKS -

Mlssourl State Parks cmd Historic Sites
are administered by the-Division of. State .
Parks, which is a part of the Missouri De-

partment of Natural Resources. Its main
responsibilities are the admiinistration of - _
the. Missouri State Parks Sys'rem and co- 5
ordination of statewide prégrams in the FE

crecs of. ou'rdoor recrea'rlon and frails.

.The mission of the State Parks’ Sys'rem ‘ A

is fo preserve and interpret the state’s .
mos’r'ou'rs’rqndmg natural landscapes’ -
'ql Iandmarks and to prowde

encroqchmen'r offordé_be’rter mghf sky

viewing-are shown on this map. While -

most state parks close to dory'rlme visi-.

tors at sunset, special. night sky vwewmg b %
perm|SS|on can be arranged by contact- = . -

ing park duthorities. Mcny state parks -
offer overnight camping trips or Iodglng.

You’ll be enchanted by what you can see. -

when you:look up into Missouri’s darkest
night skies.
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