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OUR PURPOSE 

Our DarkSky Festival is an opportunity for people to enjoy and celebrate relatively unpolluted skies 

and learn about what light pollution cost us in our daily lives.  Missouri has a few locations, such as 

Ozark National Scenic Riverways, that can remind us of what a natural night sky might have been just 

200 years ago, but we are losing them fast.   

You can help us protect our night sky and nature at night by getting involved in our DarkSky Missouri 

movement. Volunteer your time, spread the word, and help fund our work.  Visit 

DarkSkyMissouri.org to learn more. 

https://www.nps.gov/ozar/index.htm
https://www.darkskymissouri.org/
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Weather-Related Festival Updates 
Festival plans may shift depending on the weather. We intend to proceed if skies 

are cloudy but may rain may require relocation to The Blue Heron restaurant 

facility at The Landing in Van Buren. 

For real-time updates, please visit our website at darkskymissouri.org or follow us 

on Facebook at facebook.com/darkskymissouri. 

Event Schedule 

Friday, October 9, 2026 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM Festival Information Table Open 

5:00 PM – 5:15 PM Welcome to the Festival  

5:15 PM – 6:00 PM Program: Night Sky Talk 
Speaker: Shaun Heise, Interpreter at ONSR 

Experience the nighttime magic of Ozark National Scenic Riverways, where half 
the park comes alive after dark. This introductory program—led by one of 
ONSR’s regular interpreters—blends science, storytelling, and stewardship to 
showcase the park’s star-filled skies. Learn how ONSR’s low light pollution 
creates exceptional stargazing conditions and discover the quiet beauty that 
blankets the landscape at night. 

6:00 PM – 6:30 PM Program: Tonight’s Sky Highlights and Night-Time Nature Activities 
Speakers: Amateur Astronomers/Master Naturalists 

Join informal, engaging talks where amateur astronomers spotlight tonight’s sky, 
offer telescope-field tips, and preview the evening’s observing plans. Perfect for 
newcomers and seasoned skywatchers alike, this meetup sets the tone for a 
great night under the stars. 

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM Dinner break and self-guided tour of observing field 

8:00 PM – 8:30 PM Program: Constellation Tour 
Speaker: Bruce McMath, DarkSky Arkansas 

Join amateur astronomer Bruce McMath for a lively tour of Missouri’s autumn 
sky as he highlights planets, constellations, and deep-sky wonders. Bruce shares 
practical tips for spotting these celestial treasures—whether you’re using a 
telescope, binoculars, or simply your eyes. 

8:30 PM – 11:00 PM Stargazing and Nature at Night Activities 

  

https://darkskymissouri.org/
https://facebook.com/darkskymissouri
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Saturday, October 10, 2026 
Morning 

7:30 AM – 11:00 AM Program: Over the Hill and Through the Woods Nature Hike 
Leader: Katherine Bouska, Wildlife Biologist 

Stone Ridge Trail Hike is a 1.2 mile moderately strenuous hike that ascends 
dolomite bluffs to a scenic ridgeline, featuring historic CCC stone steps and 
sweeping views of the Current River.  It connects easily with the Slough 
trail.  Not suitable for wheelchairs. 

8:00 AM – 11:00 AM Program: Along the Slough Nature Walk  
Speaker: Naturalist to be announced 

Slough Trail Walk is a 1.2-mile round trip, easily accessible flat trail to be enjoyed 
at a more leisurely pace.  Suitable for wheelchairs. 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Lunch Break/Table Setup 

Afternoon 

12:00 PM – 12:45 PM Program: Creatures at Night 
Speakers: Jamie Williams, Education Specialist, Dickerson Park Zoo and 
Cathy Webb, DarkSky Missouri 
Get up close to animals you may encounter at night in Missouri. This program is 

subject to animal availability from Dickerson Park Zoo. 

12:45 PM – 1:30 PM Program: Native Plants Under Dark Skies: Supporting Wildlife Day and 
Night 
Speaker: Lilly Germeroth, Missouri Prairie Foundation 
Dark skies give nocturnal wildlife their clock and compass, but native plants 

provide their food and shelter. Learn how designing a native plant garden 

creates a complete sanctuary for nocturnal wildlife, utilizing the resources of the 

Grow Native! program. 

1:30 PM – 2:15 PM Program: MO Stream Team - A Reliable Resource for Stewardship    
Speaker: Jeff Cantrell, Conservation Federation of Missouri 

The Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) is a proud affiliate partner for 
DarkSky MO and a founding partner for the MO Stream Team.  CFM volunteer 
and member Jeff Cantrell will share recent successes of the Stream Team 
program and give some Dark Sky insights and ideas for upcoming outreach and 
education events. 

2:15 PM – 2:45 PM Break/Visit Tables 
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2:45 PM – 3:30 PM Program: The Incredible Bugs That Go Bump in the Night 
Speaker: Chris Brown, WGNSS Entomology Group 

Find out all about the wonderful world of insects that inhabit Missouri. 

3:30 PM – 4:15 PM Program: From Visitor to Advocate 
“From Stargazing to Advocacy: How Dark Sky Parks Change the Way We 
See and Light Our World” 
Speaker: Naomi Sugut, School of Earth, Environment and Sustainability, Missouri 
State University 

Exploring how a night under the stars can transform our relationship with 
darkness and inspire lasting change. 

4:15 PM – 4:45 PM Door Prize Giveaway 

4:45 PM – 7:00 PM Dinner Break 

7:00 PM – 7:15 PM Program: Tonight’s Sky Highlights and Night-Time Nature Activities 
Speakers: Amateur Astronomers/Master Naturalists 

Join informal, engaging talks where amateur astronomers spotlight tonight’s sky, 
offer telescope-field tips, and preview the evening’s observing plans. Perfect for 
newcomers and seasoned skywatchers alike, this meetup sets the tone for a 
great night under the stars. 

7:15 PM – 8:00 PM Self-Guided Tour of Observing Field 

8:00 PM – 8:30 PM Program: Constellation Tour 
Speaker: Bruce McMath, DarkSky Arkansas 

Join amateur astronomer Bruce McMath for a lively tour of Missouri’s autumn 
sky as he highlights planets, constellations, and deep-sky wonders. Bruce shares 
practical tips for spotting these celestial treasures—whether you’re using a 
telescope, binoculars, or simply your eyes. 

8:30 PM – 11:00 PM Stargazing and Nature at Night Activities 

 

Sign-up to get DarkSky Festival Updates 

https://darkskymissouri.org/get-involved/attend-darksky-festival
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Information Tables 
Information tables on display: Saturday, October 10, 2026, 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

Organization Website 
Conservation Federation of Missouri ConfedMO.org 

DarkSky Missouri DarkSkyMissouri.org 

Greater Ozarks Audubon Society GreatOzarksAudubon.org 
Lights Out Heartland LightsOutHeartland.org 

Missouri Department of Conservation MDC.MO.gov 

Missouri Master Naturalist – Miramiguoa MissouriMasterNaturalist.org 
Missouri Prairie Foundation MOPrairie.org 

Missouri River Bird Observatory MRBO.org 

Missouri Stream Team MOStreamTeam.org 

Ozark Riverways Foundation Ozarkriverwaysfoundation.org  
Ozark Society OzarkSociety.net 

Sierra Club – White River Group Sierraclub.org/missouri/white-river 

Wild One St. Louis STLWildOnes.org 
 

INFORMATION TABLES AVAILBLE FOR ORGANIZATIONS! 

If you need a table/chairs/canopy for the event, please let us know prior to the 

event. You can email us at darkskyfestival@darkskymissouri.org. 

https://confedmo.org/
https://darkskymissouri.org/
file:///C:/Users/dfick/My%20Drive%20(donaldficken@sbcglobal.net)/DarkSky%20Missouri%20Admin/_DarkSky%20Annual%20Conference%20-%20Missouri/2024/GreatOzarksAudubon.org
http://www.lightsoutheartland.org/
https://mdc.mo.gov/
https://miramiguoa.missourimasternaturalist.org/Home
https://moprairie.org/
https://mrbo.org/
https://mostreamteam.org/
http://ozarkriverwaysfoundation.org/
https://ozarksociety.net/
https://www.sierraclub.org/missouri/white-river
http://stlwildones.org/
mailto:darkskyfestival@darkskymissouri.org
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Accommodations 
Fees - There are no fees to enter the park, and the event is free. 

Campground information:  

- Big Spring camping by reservation at www.recreation.gov 
o 23 electrical only sites (no water or sewer) - $30.00 per night 
o Dump stations available at campground entrance, water hydrants available at 

restrooms. 
o Non-electric sites are $20.00 per night, all loops at campground will be available 

to reserve. 
- Power is available at Big Spring Pavilion only at event site, with 3-220 outlets, and 3-120 

outlets. 

Multiple vacation rentals are available in the area with Vrbo and Airbnb. 

Area motels include: 

- The Landing 

- Big Spring Road Motel 
- Current River Inn 
- Big Spring RV Camp 

- Skyline Drive Vacation Rental 
- Stay Current River 

Restaurants 
Some of the most popular restaurants in Van Buren include: 
 
- The Blue Heron Restaurant at The Landing 
- Redbeard's Steak and Seafood 
- Jolly Cone Drive-In 
- Float Stream 
- Smalley's Convenience 
- Las Margaritas 

- Mabel’s 

- Ranch House Coffee Shop & Creamery 

- Cowgirl Cantina 
- Godfather’s Pizza Express 
- Gravel Bar & Grill 
 

 

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/234044?tab=seasons
https://www.vrbo.com/
https://www.airbnb.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g60926-d2161241-Reviews-The_Rosecliff_Lodge_at_The_Landing-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g60926-d2161241-Reviews-The_Rosecliff_Lodge_at_The_Landing-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g60926-d649907-Reviews-Big_Spring_Road_Motel-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g60926-d21278808-Reviews-Current_River_Inn-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g60926-d9462576-Reviews-Big_Spring_RV_Camp-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g60926-d4480017-Reviews-Skyline_Drive_Vacation_Rental-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.staycurrentriver.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g60926-d2165619-Reviews-The_Blue_Heron_Restaurant_at_The_Landing-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g60926-d10449722-Reviews-Redbeard_s_Steak_and_Seafood-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g60926-d3268073-Reviews-Jolly_Cone_Drive_In-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g60926-d17529422-Reviews-Float_Stream-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g60926-d4476467-Reviews-Smalley_s_Convenience-Van_Buren_Missouri.html
https://www.facebook.com/LasMargaritasVanBuren
https://www.facebook.com/61590682312458/photos/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091886304786
https://www.facebook.com/people/Carbis/100057588222341/
https://www.facebook.com/godfatherspizzavanburen
https://www.facebook.com/GravelBarAndGrill/
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More Information on Hotels/Restaurants 
For more information on hotels/restaurants in the area, please visit the Van Buren 

Chamber of Commerce website at seevanburenmo.com  

Frequently Asked Questions 
1. Is there a fee for entering the park area or for the event itself? 

The event is free. 

2. Will there be food vendors? Will food or water be available for public 
purchase on Friday and Saturday? 

Water will be available at hydrants by bathrooms.  We will have a big orange cooler with water 
to fill attendee water bottles. No water for sale. No food vendors are currently scheduled. 

3. What sort of tables/booths are you planning? 

Tables include DarkSky, Audubon, MDC, various river groups, Master Naturalist. Astronomy 
groups will provide demos and help with telescopes as needed.  

4. Will power be available at booths on or at the observing field? 

Power is available at pavilion, 3- 220 outlets, 3- 120 outlets 

5. Do you know what cellphone reception is like in the viewing area? 

Cell phone reception is spotty. 

6. Can we park our cars next to our telescopes? 

Parking will not be allowed next to telescopes to ensure visitors can easily move between them.  

However, telescopes operators may unload /load their equipment, then go to nearby parking 

area.  

https://seevanburenmo.com/
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7. Do you plan any festival T-shirts?  

We will have logo’ d festival T-shirts available for sale at the event. A variety of sizes will be 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Only cash or check will be accepted.  Sorry, no 
shipping is available. 

8. What should the public bring?  What should volunteers bring? 

Public: Festival goers will need to bring chairs, ground cloth/blankets for sky viewing, insect 
repellant, sunscreen, food/drinks/snacks as there will be no food vendors at the event 
site.  Please dress for the weather conditions, layers are best, with a reminder it will be colder 
than you expect due to being next to the Current River and Big Spring.  Temperatures in October 
can dip into the low 30's at night. 
 
Volunteers: Volunteers at tables will need to bring tables/chairs/canopies.  ONSR can provide if 
needed, however please let organizers know prior to the event by emailing us at 
darkskyfestival@darkskymissouri.org. 

Note to Everyone: Please remember this is a DARK SKY event. It takes twenty minutes or more 
to fully adapt your eyes to the dark, and any exposure to white light will erase dark adaptation 
in an instant.  So, white flashlights, cameras with flashes, and digital devices, unless used in a 
night vision mode (red screen) are discouraged and asked not to be used.  If you need to use a 
flashlight, please use a red or amber colored light, which can be purchased online or at larger 
retail stores.   You can also adapt your flashlight by using red magic marker to color lens, or 
taping a red film over the lens 

9. Any activities on Sunday? 

No activities are planned for Sunday. However, please take advantage of this unique area. Visit 
the Van Buren, MO Chamber of Commerce website to learn more.  

 

mailto:darkskyfestival@darkskymissouri.org
https://seevanburenmo.com/
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Other Notes from the Organizers 

Food and Water: 

• Food will not be available at the festival site, so be sure to bring your own 

provisions.   Drinkable water is available at the festival site. 

• There are multiple restaurants in Van Buren Mo, as well as grocery stores.   

Dress for the Weather: 

• Remember to dress for the weather, as temperatures can fluctuate at this time of 

year.  Temperatures could range from 80-70's during the day, dropping into the 40's and 

50's at night.   And remember, temperatures are always cooler by the water, with Big 

Spring and Current River bordering the telescope viewing area. 

• Remember to bring sunscreen, bug spray, chairs, blanket/ground for sky viewing, water 

and snacks, and a redlight flashlight to keep the night sky visible for all to enjoy.  It takes 

20 minutes or more to fully adapt your eyes to the dark, and any exposure to white light 

will erase dark adaptation in an instant. 

• Festival t-shirts, festival posters, and stickers will be available for purchase – cash and 

checks accepted; no credit card service available. We will also have red markers and red 

film available at the festival greeting table to adapt your white light flashlight. 

• We will be watching the weather forecast closely, hoping for clear skies, but if cloudy 

weather prevails, we will continue our daily programs and provide an evening program 

at the Big Spring pavilion.  More details to follow as we get closer to festival time! 

Drawings: 

• There will be a drawing with multiple door prizes for multiple winners, on Saturday 

afternoon after speaker programs conclude, so be sure to enter at the festival greeting 

table! 
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Ozark National Scenic Riverways – Information 
Website: 

Ozark National Scenic Riverways: https://www.nps.gov/ozar/index.htm 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 490 
Van Buren, MO 63965 
Phone: (573) 323-4236 

Telephone Numbers:  

Big Spring Entrance Station (located south of Van Buren, MO):   

- Call (573) 323-4236.  

Alley Springs General Store (located west of Eminence, MO):  

- Call (573) 226-3945  

Round Springs Ranger Station (located north of Eminence, MO): 

- Call (573) 858-3297 

https://www.nps.gov/ozar/index.htm
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Map - Event Area 
Link to event area: https://maps.app.goo.gl/MtF3P62iVGhCVxxQA 

 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/MtF3P62iVGhCVxxQA


DarkSky Festival 
Big Spring - Van Buren, MO 

October 9-10, 2026 
 

Last updated on 9/17/2026 DarkSkyMissouri.org Page 13 

Map - Telescope Viewing Area 
 

 Link to event area: https://maps.app.goo.gl/MtF3P62iVGhCVxxQA 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/MtF3P62iVGhCVxxQA
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 Map - Sky Chart 
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